During the course of their studies on the macruroid fishes of the Japanese and PhiUppine faunas, the authors have reexamined several of the Hawaiian species of tliis group, resulting in the discovery of an undescribed species of HymenocepJialus, widely different from any of the described forms. The description of this new species forms the basis of the present paper.
HYMENOCEPHALUS TENUIS, new species.
Hyinenocephalus striatulus Gilbert, Bull. U. S. Fish Comm., 1903 Comm., (1905 The distal portion of the second dorsal spine is weakly but distinctly denticulate, as in no other described species of the genus.
The base of the first dorsal fin is contained 1.8 times in the interdorsal space, 1.3 times in the postocular length of the head. The rays of the paired fins are slender and weak; the outer ventral ray extends not quite to the anus and is contained 1.7 in the head; the inner ventral rays are shorter than the orbit and extend but halfway to the anus. The first anal rays are also shorter than the orbit.
Tliere are 8 rays in the ventral fin.
The ground color is yellowish brown, darkest about the base of the first dorsal fin; a median silvery streak is evident along the tail; the sides of the head and trunk to above the pectoral base are bright silvery in color, separated by an indistinct darker streak from the color of the back. The region before the ventral fins is blackish, with coppery luster near the isthmus. The head is marked by a dark streak along the front of the snout, one along the inner margin of the jaw next the teeth, and one along the crest forming the side of each mandibular ramus. The gular membrane is crossed regularly by fine parallel black lines, which are not separated by silvery streaks and are not to be confounded with the true striae of the abdominal region, which are of rather restricted development in this species. These fine striae extend forward from immediately above the ventral base, fading out along the sides of the isthmus. Behind the ventrals, they can barely be distinguished for a short distance. There are none immediately in front of the ventral base, and none immediately below the bases of the pectorals. The abdominal region is punctulate with very large chromatophores with pearly centers. The sides of the trunk above the silvery region are finely and densely punctulate.
The chromatophores on the tail are coarser and sparser, occurring
